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The relationship between India and Myanmar is centuries old, and Buddhism is the strong thread in these
relationships. The two countries signed a friendship treaty in 1951. Geopolitically, Myanmar is important for
India, as it stands at the crossroads of India-Southeast Asia relations. Myanmar's role is also important in
curbing the growing militancy in Northeast India and counterbalancing China's growing influence in
Myanmar. Cooperation between the two countries is also becoming visible in various fields, as India was one
of Myanmar's main trading partners in the last financial year. India exported 3820 million to Myanmar and
imported 3540 million. Both countries are also cooperating with each other in investment, energy security,

food security, etc. India has also provided special assistance to Myanmar in the construction and operation of

various projects there. But there are also some challenges in the relations between the two nations, such as the
Rohingya problem, the increasing influence of China in Myanmar, increasing drug trafficking from Myanmar
in the eastern states, etc. However, by solving the Rohingya problem, improving projects, and enhancing
cooperation in much-anticipated forums, bilateral relations can be strengthened.
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